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Participatory Poverty Assessment 

Defined as -  

 

As an instrument for including poor people’s views in  

 - the analysis of poverty and  

 - the formulation of strategies to reduce it through public policy. 



Utility of PPA 

• Broadening stakeholder involvement -  legitimacy; 

• Enriching the analysis by including the perspectives of the poor; 

• Providing a diverse range of valuable information on a cost-effective, 

rapid and timely basis, 

• Creating new relationships between policy-makers, service providers 

and people in poor communities 



PPA Results 

• Enhancing conceptualization and understanding 

• Enhancing participation and accountability 

• Enhancing policy effectiveness 



Inadequate Conventional Money Metric Poverty Line Analysis 

• Multidimensional quality of deprivation 

• Household as unit of analysis 

• Vulnerability and dynamic processes 



PPA Is Based On 

• Building new relationship between poor and policy makers 

• Developing process orientation  

• Enriching value at each level of policy formulation 

• Increasing accountability of policy makers  

• Social debate as the basis for knowledge construction  

• Reducing biases - of powers and structures on the poverty analysis   



Drawbacks Reported 

• Reliability of the information – Crosschecking and 

Triangulation Processes 

• Ethical issues – raising expectations of participants, 

demands of time from participants 

• Power and authority of PPA Process – what gets 

represented? 



Process 

• Understanding institutional context & setting objectives  

• Identifying technical assistance and implementation partners 

• Mobilizing resources – human, financial 

• Developing sampling methodology 

• Designing outlines – tools, consolidation sheets 

• Training the field team 

• Conducting field trials  

• Modifying tools and process 

• Obtaining information 

• Analyzing data 



Tools for PPA 

• Gathering of existing secondary information for context, background 

and triangulation of findings 

• Unstructured and semi-structured interviewing of individuals and 

groups 

• Facilitated thematic group discussions 

• Direct observation 

• Case studies and biographies 

• Structured, task based analytical exercises – carried out by research 

participants individually or, more commonly, in groups, and illustrating 

their priorities, judgements, understandings, analysis or experiences. 



Some Methods 

• Preference ranking or scoring 

• Wealth or well being ranking 

• Charts illustrating cyclical change 

• Trend analysis 

• Causal flow diagrams 

• Participatory mapping tools 

• Institutional diagramming 

• Drawings – Pictorial representations 



Sampling Technique 

• Probability Sampling – Conventional 

• Purposive Sampling – Qualitative – recognizing the different 

groups and aggregations in community 



For Improving Quality 

• Document the process 

• Disaggregate participants 

• Seek the hidden 

• Triangulate and cross check information 



Options for Writing Up & Synthesis 

• Initial Synthesis Workshop 

• Development of Preliminary Report  

• Overview Report Circulation 



Areas Of Progress Stated by Iis and FGs 



Poverty Defined by 669 IIS 



Issues Associated with Poverty by 632IIs 



Poverty Defined in Terms of Marginalization by 349 IIs 



Certain Restriction on Rights and Liberties 
Associated with Poverty by 170 IIs 



Levels of Poverty 



Classification of the Sample of Respondents  
by Level of Prosperity 



Inventory of Causes and Determinants of Poverty 



Causes, Effects and Impacts of Poverty 



Impact of Poverty on Personality 



Suggestions for Escaping Poverty and Frequency of Mention 



Needs Expressed for Attaining Food Security 



Needs Expressed in Agriculture Sector 



Social Map of Pillahally Nalgonda Dist (AP) 


